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As to these current materials in the Latin alphabet, the cooperating institutions would agree upon a common policy with the following aims:
1. That at least one copy of every book and pamphlet, published anywhere in the world following the effective date of the agreement which might reasonably be expected to have interest to a research worker in America, shall be acquired and made available promptly after publication by some one of the cooperating libraries. 2. That each item so acquired shall be promptly cataloged (if possible by centralized or cooperative cataloging), listed promptly in the Union Catalog at the Library of Congress and also in a new classed union catalog to be established at the Library of Congress, from which subject catalogs of limited fields may later be published in book form or otherwise, as demand suggests.
B
To carry out these policies, it is proposed that a competent staff be employed to make possible the following preliminary steps at the earliest possible moment after money has become available for the purpose. It is hoped that steps (i) through (6) below will be completed promptly enough so that the plan can be put into operation immediately after the close of the war.
1. The staff will prepare for submission to cooperating libraries a plan subdividing human knowledge into carefully defined units, each as distinct as possible. It is suggested that the Library of Congress system of classification might serve as a basis for most of this work. 2. The staff will make a survey of existing special collections as a basis for the allocation of responsibility. 3. The staff will make a survey of world book production by country and by subject and estimate the adequacy of present purchases and the probable additional expense involved in making current acquisitions complete instead of selective. 4. Each cooperating library will then be asked to name the fields of its particular interest in which it would be willing to specialize and to assume responsibility for a comprehensive (not a selective) coverage within the terms of Section A. 5. On the basis of these offers of specialization, the headquarters staff will try to arrange for the allocation of fields for which no offer has been made and will suggest, in cases where several offers have been made for the same field, the allocation which seems to it most practicable. 6. After the presidents, deans, trustees, committees, and librarians of each cooperating institution have reached agreement, each library will announce the fields for which it is ready to accept formal responsibility. 7. Nothing in the proposed arrangement will limit in any way the freedom of any cooperating institution to purchase any materials it desires to secure. Librarians accepting this proposal will merely accept affirmative responsibility for the completion of certain fields, retaining the right to abandon any field after reasonable notice of an intention to do so. In other fields, including those assigned for complete coverage to others, libraries will of course be free to purchase as their needs indicate. 8. As soon as the allocation of fields is completed, the headquarters staff will publish in appropriate professional journals the list of allocations made and accepted, in order that the responsibilities of each library under the plan may be known to all librarians and all interested users of libraries. 
